	
  

European Rural Parliament
Report

National Report Sweden
National Champion
Hela Sverige ska leva (HSSL) is appointed as the national champion for Sweden. The work as formal champion
started in January 2015 but the preparation already in summer 2014.

Organisation
A working group has been set up with representatives from the board and staff. The group has worked all spring
with the campaign.

Process
Hela Sverige ska leva has used ordinary procedures and channels of spreading information about ERA and
especially the national cascade:
Direct mailing and flyers (several times)
• To the 24 county networks, working with information and advisory services on a county level. A county
network is formed by the local community action groups within its own area. The county networks have
disseminated information about the national campaign to their local groups.
• To 48 member organisations - many of these are big national NGOs.
Presentations and discussions
• To the National Board of Hela Sverige ska leva
• At national meetings, as the General Assembly
• At a special workshop at a meeting with all the regional (county) chairs
• Office staff that attended county meetings have informed and discussed ERP and especially the cascade.
Newsletters
• Two ordinary newsletters during the spring have promoted the campaign.
Webpage also with a flyer
• Separate icon with easy attachable information about ERP
• Direct link to fill in either individual proposals or results from meetings.
Social media
• Facebook-group
• Twitter

Collected ideas
When Hela Sverige ska leva took on to act as national champion we expected themes in our rural policy
programme from last summer to come forward during the campaign. The following issues vital for rural
development and given high priority in the programme are also frequently mentioned in the cascade.

	
  
- Transition/environment/sustainability,
- Social inclusion/integration,
- Local economy/micro financing,
- Local service
- Communication/infrastructure as broadband
- The role of young people.
By June the 1st there were about 150 ideas submitted including proposals for the elections last fall. These
ideas/proposals came from individuals from all over the country, from local community action groups, regional
(county) networks and member organisations within our own organisation as well as from other organisations. It
was interesting to see that many themes came up including all those we expected to see. See this document only
as a collection of suggestions from various people and groups in Sweden.

Number of people involved
109 persons have been directly involved, 61 men and 48 women, 6 persons were under 30 years, 73 persons
were between 30 and 65 years and 30 persons over 65 years. 4 persons could count as disadvantaged. The
additional list had input from around 100 persons.

Concerns of rural people
We see a broad spectrum of aspects that the Swedish rural people are concerned about, most of them regarding
their local surroundings.
What they see is:
-

A continuing centralisation by closing down or moving local public and commercial service units.
People moves away from remote and sparsely populated regions, especially young people for studies
and work.
An on-going urbanisation, especially to university towns and the three Swedish metropolitan areas.
A lack of job opportunities in many rural areas, for both low- and the high-skilled persons.
A lack of infra structure, for example a slow deployment of broadband capacity and mobile telephone
coverage and also too few public transport options.
Less adequate circumstances for agriculture and farming, many production units close down, especially
in the sparsely populated areas.
The city as a norm as well as the large scale thinking.
A growing problem for financing small investments especially within the social economy.
A growing problem with cash handling in rural Sweden, because many banks no longer provide this
service.
Rural areas that provide natural resources (wind, water, forests and minerals etc.) to the rest of the
country don’t get compensation for the inconvenience it causes.
Small rural municipalities that decline in population have problems and that can lead to municipal
mergers all over Sweden.
Extensive bureaucracy in development work, especially within EU project handling.
Adapt laws to better correspond to conditions in rural and sparsely populated areas.

Aspirations of rural people
The rural people wish to live and work in a vibrant and thriving local community.
-

With creative cooperation between people, businesses, organisations and authorities.
With many varied and challenging job opportunities for all people.
With good possibilities to access distance learning from home and nearby centres.
With diversified farming and other enterprises that can exist on a small scale, based on local conditions
and opportunities.
With service, both public and commercial, that meets the needs locally.

	
  
-

Will see that their local community can attract new inhabitants. All people, also newcomers from other
cultures, are welcome.
Will see that all regions, countries and the EU recognize and appreciate the local community/village
level and open better possibilities to simplify funding of local development projects.
With a keen interest in meeting and cooperate with people from rural areas all over Europe.
With legislation on municipal estate taxation and local refund from exploitation of natural resources as
wind power, hydropower, forests and minerals.
With support in development of tools as local economic resource analysis and local transition plans that
base on environment/climate, energy, economic and social issues.
See the possibility of economic development grants in order to promote broad networking and
cooperation between national local community/village organizations as in ERP.

Opportunities within different fields
Rural people see many future challenges implicating threats but also giving great opportunities.
•

•
•
•
•
•

Changes in climate and economy and need for environmental cares make transition into a more sustainable
society necessary. Natural resources in rural areas thus become more important and valuable. Extended used land
in sparsely populated regions will be needed again for food and energy production.
New technology often results in centralisation but also makes small scale production possible and bridge the
problems for remote areas with long distances to market, service and education,
City norms apply and rule/reign, but there are also signs of changing. Rural values are upgraded in media,
policies and public opinion. Young peoples preferences slowly change in favour of rural living.
Local mobilization and organization in community action groups give power to rural areas. National rural/village
movements are established in many countries and in European networks and the common ERP.
Parts of the European countryside suffer of depopulation. Immigration of newcomers from other cultures can
enrich and give vitality and capacity to these areas.
Programs for rural Europe are not the best for supporting sustainable rural areas, but provide never the less some
possibilities for training, investments and environmental care.

Achievements of rural communities

•

Rural people in many European countries have mobilized and organized in community action groups and national
movements for rural development.
In Sweden these local community groups form the first level of society before the municipality, closest to citizens
and an important and recognized part of the Swedish civil society.
They take on increasingly complex and demanding tasks when both the market and the public sector
withdraw.
They work hard to develop their communities planning for action, encouraging entrepreneurship, taking care of
the environment, running service facilities, building fibre nets for broadband etc.
The national movements are putting pressure for political improvement and action on all levels of society.

•

They influence public opinion by lifting rural issues, showing aspirations and good results to media.	
  

•
•
•
•

Demands to make to authorities on different levels
The rural areas are dependent on political decisions at all levels, from the local to the EU. Much of the work can
the rural groups themselves do, but ultimately guided from the development of policies and measures. Therefore
many of the proposals in the campaign are directed to authorities.

Local level
Many proposals concern the local rural community, but they must be made possible or decided higher up in the
system.

	
  
Infrastructure
• Stimulate coordination of transport of goods in rural areas to make them cheap and efficient.
• Invest in communication facilities, such as carpooling and public transport but also expanded broadband
• Encourage local broadband networks/associations to establish fibre nets for communication and new jobs.
Local service
• Establish local service points/ -centers in rural communities where service facilities will be combined in an efficient way.
• Support local or regional development companies that invest in community and service.
• Create workplaces locally for distant workers, such as in a community center where you can work together with
colleagues.
• Develop a knowledge bank, either local or municipal, on the Internet or physically available for those who want to settle
down in the countryside.
Farming
• Encourage local solutions for ’shared farming’ - removes intermediaries between producer and consumer and give risk
diversification.
• Create better opportunities for small and family owned farms – with diversified agricultural and forest activities and use
of small-scale smart technical improvements!
Social inclusion/integration
• Facilitate the integration of new Swedes in the countryside in conjunction with community and immigrant associations.
The purpose is primarily to give new Swedes a possibility to familiarize themselves with the opportunities of living in
rural areas and that there are affordable houses often also close to public roads.
The role of young people
• Prioritize training in schools where children regularly will visit the forest and nature, in order to learn about the plant and
fauna. Also visiting farmers and villages to see how country life can be just as rewarding as city life.
Employment
• We need more “simple” jobs. Earlier, there were job opportunities for those who were not academically educated, but
many of those jobs are now gone.
Work tools
• A frequently used tool for rural community development is the local development plan. It should be given a
natural position also in planning by municipalities and other authorities.
Local Economic Analyse (LEA) should be used as a rural development tool because it exposes the assets in
smaller communities as well as create a mobilizing process to the benefit of both gender equality and
sustainability. LEA is a concrete inexpensive tool with a very good ratio of invested resources.
• In any context where decisions and bills on changes are taken an impact assessment of how it affects rural areas should
conduct the procedure – rural proofing, already existing to some extent.

Regional level
There are some issues directed to regional level:
• Internet soon works all over rural Europe. Therefore decentralize government agencies - there are almost no official
tasks that would not be able to do at the kitchen table. Keep public services in smaller towns and centralize less.
• Local governance can provide new job opportunities if tourism entrepreneurs are allowed to develop activities within the
nature reserves. The county administrative boards should become more permissive to that.
• Related to young people, trainee- and diversified job types should be object to educational plans aiming at implementing
them to the labor market.
• Innovative environments do not only exist in the big cities. Local or regional clusters and ditto innovation centers, often
cross-sectorial industries, can contribute to innovation and enterprise. These should be encouraged and supported.
• Provide targeted funding for more local police officers in rural areas.

	
  
• Local governance can provide new job opportunities if tourism entrepreneurs are allowed to develop custom activities
within the nature reserves. The county administrative boards should become more permissive to that.

National
There are many demands directed to the national level. Some of them are connected to Local Economic Analysis
(LEA) tool as summarised described under heading ‘work tools’.
• Create a national database of successful examples of ecologically and socially sustainable development in the
countryside performed with the Local Economic Analysis tool.
• Perform Local Economic Analysis all over Sweden to the same extent as in Östergötland, Örebro and some other
regions.
• Create a center of excellence in education of Local Economic Analysis, create invest funds in research and monitoring to
support the work and identify the LEA internationally.
• Support for performing your professional work in your own premise at home through generous tax deductions and rules
encouraging this.
Decentralisation
• Authorities (existing and new) must have as policy to locate their offices and staff in rural areas. We must highlight the
benefits of locating in smaller towns, such as cheaper premises and other ordinary expenses and also employee turnover.
• We need people moving to the countryside for a careful use of rural resources and we must be able to support that.
Therefore: Introduce stronger stimulating measures for rural areas: establishment support, relocation grants and tax
rebates/breaks for businesses for the first five years.
• Many problems can only be solved locally and increased autonomy would lead to better-tailored solutions. Rural areas
should be given greater autonomy and reduced barriers to resolve things themselves. Therefore reduce the remote control
from the European Parliament and the Swedish Parliament.
Micro financing/local economy
• Handling of cash for rural enterprises and associations must be resolved by legislation for banks and stimulation of
alternative solutions.
• The difficulty to commercialize products and services often depends on problems of financing, not least if you want to
invest in rural areas, which are considered by banks to be a greater risk.
• A prerequisite for rural areas to have a chance to survive is their access to capital. Meanwhile the banks distance
themselves more and more from investing capital in small business, construction and housing in rural areas. The
requirements for and supervision of banks must be strengthened aiming to getting the banks to take a social responsibility!
• We need user-friendly capital to build sustainably resources on local level, along with the human and social capital.
• Encourage local currencies and exchange rings, they support local economy and promotes small scale.
• The tax-rate you pay should depend on the distance to official service facilities like schools, medical services, elderly
care, ambulance and town halls. It could lead to the conclusion that it isn’t worthwhile to close village schools,
centralizing services and so on.
Legislation
• Legislate that the large banks must set aside a sum annually into a fund for the development of rural areas.
• School and childcare is fundamental for the lives of rural families. Legislate for the right of children to go to school in
their home area. Also local medical and dental care within a reasonable distance should be a right for all children.
• Depreciate student loans for those who settle in the remote rural areas for a certain number of years.
• Introduce local taxation of exploitation of natural resources; forests, minerals, ore, hydropower, wind power but also
other types of production. Not much of the revenue stays today in the rural communities and municipalities for
strengthening the local economy. Our neighboring country Norway provides good "taxation models".
Infrastructure
• Support local initiatives for broadband expansion by setting up national support offices that can provide
support and assistance to those who establish and maybe own and manage local nets themselves.
• Adequate IT/broadband and mobile phone coverage everywhere, for promoting local entrepreneurship, tourism, service,
fire safety and so on.

	
  
• Providing concrete solutions on how Sweden can resolve service and infrastructure in a way that better promotes tourism
as well as (if possible) and transportation of raw materials in the EU.
Employment
• Introduce a differentiated payroll tax as in Norway, which makes labor force cheaper in remote rural areas.
• Create ”Investment relieves” for the long-term unemployed receiving financial support for materials and wages and in
addition a contractual salary where compounds take on the employers' responsibility. The support is handled by the local
official employment agencies.
• Set requirements for companies that receive official establishment support, that they have to stay in the district for some
time.
• Let a small business owner that employ a maximum of three people full time; receive a tax credit corresponding to a
certain percentage of the wage costs for employees. The company and its employees must be registered in the same
municipality.
• Allow long-term unemployed to work practically in renovating the community/village center. Do not see this as a
competing business to established companies. A vivid and beautiful environment makes community/village/city more
attractive to live in and visit.
Education and distance learning
• Opportunities for "lifelong learning" is essential for rural development and distance learning is an exciting
possibility. It is therefore crucial that broadband deployment and access to high-speed for businesses and citizens
is created.
• Teaching Institutions must teach distance education. Important is also preparation of teachers for teaching in small rural
schools.
• A rural university based on rural needs and circumstances should be established. It should be connected to our best
universities for collaboration on research and development. Here, new professions emerge.
Housing
• Make it possible for people to be registered for municipal taxation in their leisure home during part of the year.
• For a more flexible housing market in rural areas: promote generation building.
• Examine the possibility of uninhabited buildings.

Multinational level
• Start a wide and deep work on norms, attitudes and values at European level, inspired by the Transition
movement. Such a project would support a more informed and nuanced discussion about town as the norm,
gender, transition initiatives, young people in rural areas.
• So-called jointly owned rural companies will activate local people to work together for the development of
their community and region (bottom up). The EU and its member states should act to approve such rural
companies as public utilities and grant profit tax exemption.
Economy
• Introduce a universal European principle that can be adapted to each country's economic and tax systems: "Money that is
created locally stays local".
• Use Local Development/Action Plans and Local Economic Analysis (LEA) as general tools for rural
development throughout Europe.
Infrastructure
• All governments should develop a clear national broadband strategy for the implementation of broadband
expansion within their national borders promoted by EU.
Gender
• Focus on women's equal conditions in rural and sustainable development and growth in cooperation. Primaraly in areas
as the Macro-regions and in the Baltic Sea Strategy with its on-going platform for sustainable equitable development
growth.
• Scientists with expertise in rural issues and/or gender should be used to ensure that knowledge is spread showing good

	
  
examples. Also use partnerships in the form of Quadruple Helix partnership (a platform for cooperation, as part of the EU)
for a broad impact on implementation of related work.
Civil civic service
• Develop a European civilian civic service society to cope with external and internal threats.
• Recommend minimum quality of service for all, regardless of where they live.
Integration
• Parts of the Swedish countryside as well as the European depopulate today. By working with integration between town
and country, immigrants and Swedish-born, we can reverse the trend. Integration should be an important issue for the
European rural movement!
Social enterprising
• Social enterprises should be given high priority. We should establish a european network within the rural movement in
order to strengthen growth and welfare. And use the embryos that are developing now through projects like the one with
All Sweden shall live Estonia, Poland, Lithuania and Belarus.
Cooperation
• Initiate projects and networks for project development, trans-national border in the EU area, with a focus on communityled local development and the Structural funds and other EU programmes for joint cooperation and the impact of policies
and implementation of results during the programme period.
• Creating cooperation and dialogue between countries to find each other's added value and development potential,
especially east-west and in the Baltic region.

European Union level
Some demands are directed to the European Union.
Farming
• Introduce a different agricultural policy, which give exception and better support for the Northern European countries
and some other remote countries, who are disadvantaged in various respects in relation to both the market and politics,
also with poorer soils and harsh climate. Additionally make it more profitable to be engaged in smaller family farms.
Exchange of expertise
• EU officials with experience from other EU countries should be outsourced to Swedish counties by that Sweden might
create a healthier rural policy.
Cooperation
• Cooperation is needed in Europe to work for sustainable tourism that benefits rural areas, not only for tourism
entrepreneurs, but also other businesses as food manufacturers, taxi etc. – and with local community action groups and
other local associations. We also need to strengthen small enterprises opportunities to influence large and international
companies that operate negatively on small businesses territory.

Conclusions
Acting as the national campaign manager for Sweden for the upcoming European Rural Parliament Hela Sverige ska leva
has made some reflections concerning local and rural development. We recognise most of the views and proposals from
earlier bottom up processes included in our own rural political programs and proposals. Some are however new and not
discussed and decided on by our organisation. We see this document as the result of an unfiltered cascade and not as an
official document from Hela Sverige ska leva. Most of the ideas and proposal are in line with our policy but we do not in
detail stand behind them all.
Here are some issues and proposals that we see could be extracted from the cascade as especially important for rural
development in Europe.
• Better prerequisites have to be developed for the tomorrow’s rural areas. The integrated policies for rural Europe have to
be improved in several aspects. Examples are support to family farming in “disadvantaged” rural areas, to the necessary
transition into sustainability, to broadband and basic service and to strengthen the position of the European civil society.
• Local engagement and action is essential for rural development. Local community groups should be given strong and
unbureaucratic support. The rural community movement should be supported on all levels of society, from local to the

	
  
European. The ERP has a very important role to play and should be recognised and supported by EU institutions.
• Environmental care and the need for transition into a sustainable society are obvious and rural areas have here an
important role also opening new possibilities for development. The overall European policies should more clearly steer in
this direction.
• The importance of good communication and infrastructure as broadband is frequently stressed in the Swedish cascade
and should be supported by national strategies and programs and EU-money.
• The local economy must be strengthened by new types of micro financing when the traditional banks leave rural areas
maximizing their short-term profit. Exchange of experiences within Europe is important - at least for Sweden.
• The local economy should also be strengthened by legislation on the exploiting of natural resources as wind,
waterpower, minerals and forests. Also here international experiences are important, including countries outside EU.
• Newcomers, including those from other cultures, are needed in great parts of rural Europe to counteract depopulation,
and should be welcomed. This integration process must be better supported by EU-policies.
• Young people should be seen as an important resource for rural Europe, both the ones who leave for studies and work
and those who stay. Their commitment should be taken seriously and important also when in front of questioning and
changing the city norm.
• Knowledge, alteration and initiatives are generally keys to success. Anyhow that is not distinctively recognised in this
report.
• The EU policies must better live up to the ambitions of nearness in political decisions and leave space for decision and
action on other levels of society, including the rural local community.

National delegation to the ERP 2015 Gathering
Names and contact details of the people
We will be back with the names of the delegation, which will consist of 5 persons.
One name is already clear:
Lena Husén, Hela Sverige ska leva, lena.husen@helasverige.se, +46824 13 50, +4670 525 74 95

Supporting material
• Copies of participation record forms, using the ERP standard form, to show the number of individuals and their
gender, age-group etc. Summarized record form, attached file 1.
• Photographs of events held during the national campaigns, or of rural people, rural activities, enterprises, facilities etc.,
which illustrate the points made in the Report, will be mailed separately to Henrik Andersson.
• Publications, references etc. (in English language) which provide background to the points made in the Report.
Report from Martin Hultman, see attached file 2.
• Summarized list of all proposals, attached file 3.

