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European Rural Community Association (ERCA) PREPARE Partnership for Rural Europe 

European LEADER Association for Rural Development (ELARD) 

EUROPEAN RURAL PARLIAMENT 2015 

Held at Schärding, Upper Austria, 4 to 6 November 2015 

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Welcome in Schärding and thank you for taking part in the European Rural Parliament.  Please find below some 

practical information regarding travel to Schärding, your stay and the organisation of the event. 

 

Contents: 

1. Travelling to Schärding – all the information you need to get to and from Schärding 

2. The Gathering – step-by-step information on the programme, timing, venues and logistics 

3. The European Rural Parliament on-line – information on Live Streaming, Twitter and internet access 

4. The weather forecast – long-range weather for the event 

5. Maps and venue information 

6. Hotels in Schärding 

7. Tourist Information Office 

 

General Information: 

Our registration-desk is placed in the municipality-house of Schärding, named in German words “Rathaus 

Schärding”. This has to be your first stop after arriving in Schärding. Bring your materials and food/drinks to the 

registration desk, we will put it there on stock!  

We will help you find the best solution for your travel by flight, train or car. Please read the attached information 

carefully and select your choice. If you have any question or if you need some additional information, please don’t 

hesitate to contact us under the eMail address register@europeanruralparliament.com.  

If you have unplanned changes (traffic jam, flight-delay…) or you need urgently help during your travelling please 

contact us directly via SMS or give us a phone-call: 

Lizé Grimbeek: +43.660.2711210 

Thomas Müller: +43.664.2214269 

Live-streaming and Twitter 

mailto:register@europeanruralparliament.com
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Please note that the ERP Plenary Sessions will be live-streamed via YouTube, we will also have a Twitter link – these 

will be accessible from our website from November 2 – Please broadcast this to all your members and networks so 

that rural people across Europe can benefit from and contribute to this unique opportunity. 

 

1. Travelling to Schärding 

Shuttle Services 

We have a very limited budget to offer shuttle services for your arrival and/or departure. So pleace note, that you 

should look for your own travel connections to Scharding, at your own expenses. Free shuttle services we will offer 

only for the following connections: 

- Passau Main Station to Schärding – each full hour hh:00 (NB. as Scharding is now one of the refugee border 

crossing hot-spots, the bus may be delayed and there may be Austrian/German border controls) 

- From some flights from Munich and Vienna airports: We will contact you directly by Friday, 30 October if 

this service will be available to your flights. Otherwise you will have to manage your travel by yourself! 

In case of delays, or any other problems we will be flexible enough to manage a new connection and help you come 

to Schärding in time. Our contact details are in this document. 

Arriving/Departing by Train to Train Station Schärding (A) or Main Station Passau (GE) 

A) arriving at Passau (German) Main Station (15km far away from Schärding) 

Travelling to Schärding is easy. There are good train connections from all airports around (Vienna, Munich, 

Linz, Salzburg, Prague…) to Passau.  Usually your train-stop will be in the German town Passau Main-Station 

(Passau Hauptbahnhof).  We are offering a shuttle for free from there to Schärding each full hour hh:00.  If 

you take a taxi the costs will be around €40 – 50 (we will NOT reimburse this expense) 

B) arriving at Schärding Train Station (1,5km far away from registration desk) 

If you take a train which stops directly at the train station “Schärding”, you should decide whether to walk 

1,5 km for around 20 minutes to the registration desk in the town-centre or call a taxi under the number 

+43.7712.5050 which will cost less than €10. 

Arrival at Vienna International Airport –Schwechat www.viennaairport.com/ 

General Information: 

 Vienna Airport is directly connected with the rail. The train station you will find in Terminal 3, only 3 

minutes to walk to the platform 

 From this train-station you can only select connections hosted by Austrian national train services ÖBB 

 You can pre-book your ticket under this link: www.oebb.at/en/ 

 Ticket prices to Passau start at €54,00 and can be purchased over the internet or at dedicated ticket 

booths in the airport building. 

Best Connection Vienna-Airport to Passau/Schärding: 

Departure Train Arrival Passau 

06:25 ICE 228 (Inter City Express), direct connection, no stop in 09:18 

http://www.viennaairport.com/
http://www.oebb.at/en/
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Schärding! 

08:25 ICE 28, direct connection 11:18 

10:25 ICE 262, direct connection 13:18 

12:25 ICE 9022, direct connection 15:18 

14:25 ICE 228, direct connection 17:18 

16:25 ICE 20, direct connection 19:18 

  Arrival SCHÄRDING 

18:25 ICE 320 arriving 19:08 Vienna Westbahnhof 
19:30 Railjet (RJ) 762 arriving 20:45 Linz Hauptbahnhof 
20:51 Regional Express (REX) 5920 arriving Schärding  

 
 
22:07 (Schärding!) 

20:25 ICE 322 arriving at 22:14 Linz Hauptbahnhof  
22:32 IC 840 arriving at 22:43 Wels (only 1 station!!) 
22:57 R 5928 arriving at 23:56 Schärding Trainstation 

 
 
23:56 (Schärding!) 

 

Alternative connections: 

1. Airport-Vienna West-Station: An alternative would be to travel to Vienna Westbahnhof (aprox. 40 

minutes) with passenger busses situated outside the arrivals terminal 3 

http://www.viennaairport.com/en/passengers/arrival__parking/bus_connections.  Tickets cost €8 and 

can be purchased on the bus.  Take the bus to the Westbahhof (West-Station).   

2. Westbahn Vienna-WELS: At the Westbahhof take the Westbahn train:  https://westbahn.at/en to Wels, 

tickets cost around €23,00 and can be purchased on the train.  You will have to change to a regional train 

at WELS trainstation to go to Schärding or Passau Main trainstation. This may be a cheaper option.   

*Westbahn train 

Westbahn departs from 06:38 until 19:38 each hour hh:38 arriving 01:46 hours later at WELS (06:38-08:2) 

3. Wels-Schärding/Passau: In WELS you have to change to the national rail ÖBB. Trains to Schärding are 

departing from WELS at 9:09 | 10:09 | 10:32 | 11:10 | 12:09 | 12:32 | 13:09 | 13:49 | 14:09 | 14:32 | 

15:10 | 15:49 | 16:09 | 16:42 | 17:09 | 17:42 | 18:09 | 18:18 | 18:32 | 18:45 | 19:09 | 20:09 | 21:09 

Costs: 17,90, please purchase your ticket at the ticket-machine (Wels-Schärding) before entering the 

train or prebook it in the web-shop www.oebb.at! 

Arrival at Blue Danube Airport Linz/Hörsching 

 After your arrival please ask at the airport for the “Shuttlebus on demand” to the train-station Hörsching 

(only 3 minutes to drive, you can walk if you like). It should be free of charge. Each 20-30 minutes a train will 

go from Hörsching to WELS, some of those trains will directly bring you to Schärding. If you get a train with 

the destination “Salzburg” you have to exit in Wels, see above point 3 “Wels-Schärding/Passau” 

http://www.viennaairport.com/en/passengers/arrival__parking/bus_connections
https://westbahn.at/en


4 
 

 

If the info-terminal at the airport is not availlable (the airport is very small…) call the number 

+43.800/206600 for the shuttle bus 

Arrival at Munich International Airport www.munich-airport.de 

As you see in the organigram below, it is very simple to come from Munich to Passau:  

- Munich Airport - Freising Train Station: The Bus No 635 to “Freising Train Station” is leaving each 20 

minutes from Airport Terminal 2 (hh:15, hh:35, hh:55) or Terminal 1 (hh:01, hh:21, hh:41). The bus-station 

you will find at: 

o Terminal 2: After exiting the luggage check-out terminal go right until you exit the indoor-area to an 

outdoor parking bus/shuttle/taxi square. Go to the bus-stops, there is a big sign for Bus 635 

o Terminal 1: The T1 has 4 sections: A-B-C-D. There are two bus-stops. Exit the hall to the road and 

walk to that point where section A meets section B or section C meets section D. There you will find 

the bus stop where no 635 (and others, be careful!) will pick you up. 

- Freising Train Station – Passau Main station: There is a train at hh:48 (sometimes hh:49) each hour, from 

05:48 to 23:48 (latest arrival to Passau 01:30). Please don’t get confused when checking the map at 

www.bahn.de/en, you will see 2 trains leaving the same time: There is always the same train going to 

Passau, sometimes 2 parallel. 

- Passau Main station – Schärding: We will offer a permanent shuttle service for our guests between Passau 

and Schärding. Please have a look for a small 9-seats or 20-seats bus in front of the train terminal with a 

European Rural Parliament sign. If you are in doubt or need some advice, please call the phone-numbers 

mentioned earlier. 

- Ticket: The cheapest ticket for trips through Bavaria is to buy a “Bavaria-Ticket” (Bayern Ticket). It’s not 

necessary to buy a specific Ticket from “Freising” to “Passau”, the Bayern Ticket is much cheaper and gives 

you an opportunity to save money as a group. Read comments below. 

http://www.munich-airport.de/
http://www.bahn.de/en
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By car:  

GPS coordinates:  48.4569° N, 13.4317° E 

Schärding is easily and quickly accessible via the motorway A8 Innkreis Highway – exit Suben-Schärding, very close to 

the German border.   

For those who have to cross Austria for their arrival: There is a fee required for the use of Austrian motorways. For 

all vehicles up to 3.5 tons – cars, motorbikes and light campers – an obligatory badge (Vignette) is required.  

Vignettes are available at gas stations and tobacconists. 

Arrival from Germany (no toll if you follow this recommended way): 

• Regensburg – Passau – Exit Pocking (motorway A3) – Neuhaus/Schärding (B512) 

• (Airport) Munich – Deggendorf (motorway A92) – Passau – Exit Pocking (motorway A3) – Neuhaus/Schärding  

  (B512) 

• Or (if you like to avoid German motorways) Munich – Mühldorf – Border crossing point Neuhaus/Schärding (B512) 

Arrival from Vienna airport: 

 Follow the sign “D” for Deutschland (Germany).  

 After you have passed the town Linz exit to A25/A8 direction “Passau”. Exit in “Suben”, the last exit before you 

will cross the German border. 

Parking in Schärding: 

A designated parking area has been reserved for our delegates traveling by car to Schärding.   

Please collect your reserved parking ticket on arrival from reception at the Town Hall (Rathaus) – Number 17 on the map. 
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2. The Gathering 
 

Our concept behind a European RURAL Parliament is, to involve the  little town fully to the Gathering. The baroque 

town Schärding has only 5.000 citizens and it is nicely situated at the Inn-River and German border with around 70 

bars and restaurants. 

Here you see a simple map with the most important venues for the European Rural Parliament: 

 

 

1. Registration Desk – Municipality-House “Rathaus Schärding” 

- All participants arriving between 2 and 4 November have first to register at our registration desk in the 

Municipality House , see blue point in the map  above 

- There you will get your badge and a bag with all the final information and documents you will need. Those 

who  arrive on 4 Nov later than 9.00 cannot attend the field-trips as the busses will leave at 9.00 

- All Materials for the Exhibition and food for the Shared Supper – which you are bringing with, you must 

take, on arrival, to the registration desk. These will be stored safely there, including refrigeration, until they 

are erected by our volunteers.  The exhibition will be erected on 4 November and will open at 19:00. The 

food for the Shared Supper will be set out by our caterers at the tent after the opening at 19.15. 

- (Please be aware, that we can’t accept food or drinks based on milk and meat from countries outside the 

European Union!).  

2. Shuttles for our guests hosted in the Best-Western-Hotel Passau 
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- Those who are hosted in the Best Western Hotel in Passau will get a separate shuttle plan at the registration 

desk with clear information on when our shuttle buses to and from the hotel will run. We will try to make it 

as comfortable for you as possible and - in case you like to stay some hours longer in Schärding with friends – 

we will offer some flexible shuttles back to the hotel in the night. 

3. Field Visits, 4 November, 8.30 

- Meeting Point is LATEST at 8.30 at the town-square in front of the exhibition tent. 

- The busses are leaving at 9:00 at the big Bus-Stop “Tummelplatzstraße” (see yellow line in the picture 

above), only the group “Ass. Impulsfrauen”, Field Visit 4, will start first in the tent and leave later by bus 

- The busses will come back at different times between 17:00 and 18:30. 

4. Opening Event and Shared Supper, 4 November, 18.30 

- The Meeting Point again is the exhibition tent in the town-square from 18.30 on 4 November  

- We will start with the opening-event and present the exhibition at 19.00 

- Enjoy the shared supper of Austrian farmers-catering, hot soups and goodies from our guest-countries 

5. Plenary-Session, 5 November, 9.00-10.30 

- The event on 5 November starts at 9.00 in the Kubin Hall (Kubinsaal, Music-School) see map above 

- The registration desk there will open at 8.00.  

- Coffee, tea, water and goodies are offered during the next two days, other drinks (beer, coke, wine…) have to 

be paid by the participants 

- The first Plenary-Session as well as the Sessions on Friday will be live-streamed on YouTube! You will find the 

link on 2 November at the latest on our webpage 

6. Workshops – morning-session, 5 November, 11.00-12.30, departure at 10.50, follow a student from the Kubin-

Hall! 

- You will find your selected workshop on your badge 

- Each workshop will take place in a different room somewhere in the town 

- You will get a clear map where to find the room, be there in time!! 

- In cooperation with our high school BHAK there will some students waiting with a sign in front of the Kubin-

Hall. Please select the student with your workshop-sign by 10.50 and follow to your workshop room 

7. Lunch and ideas market, 5 November, 12.30-14.00, split between the Kubin-Hall and Exhibition Tent 

- We have to split the group in 2, around 100 persons will have lunch in the Kubin-Hall and 150 in the tent 

- You will find the information on where YOUR lunch will be, on your badge  

- We will try to mix the participants in a way, that you will be split from your national group and have the 

chance getting in touch with new people 

- Our caterers are strictly advised not to serve you lunch if you are at the wrong lunch venue 

- Take this chance to present your ideas to participants you don’t know. Exchange information and contacts, 

find new solutions for your needs and share your experiences with others 

- NB. Water is offered for free, other drinks have to be paid by the participants 

8. Workshops – afternoon-session, 5 November 14.00-15.30, departure at 13.50, follow a student from the 

Exhibition Tent! 

- Instructions as for Workshop 1 above 

9. Market of initiatives, 5. November, 15.45-17.30, Exhibition Tent 
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- Please check the document sent out with the “Final Inquiry” 

- There will be 16 presentations in 2 sessions of 25 Min. (8 presentations each session) 

-  We will have limited space for around 150 participants 

- Please register if you wish to go to  this event - at the registration desk after your arrival 

10. Danube Cruise and Gala-Dinner, 5. November, 18.30  

- The busses are leaving at 18.30 from the bus stop, see point 3, follow the yellow sign in the map. Be there in 

time otherwise you will miss the event! 

- The busses will arrive at around 19.00 to Passau Danube Harbor 

- The name of our Cruiser is MS Stadt-Linz, the ship will depart close to the bus-terminal, Address in Passau is 

“Untere Donaulände 1-5”, https://goo.gl/maps/ob3gyk7ZiqD2  

- We will stay around 4 hours on the ship, coming back at 23.00, we will be back in Schärding at 23.30 

- The meal, paid for by the organisers,  will be soup, chicken and sweet dessert. We took care for vegetarians, 

additional meals are also offered  

- Water is offered for free, other drinks have to be paid by the participants 

- After the meal a bar with additional drinks will open in the back of the ship 

- You can enjoy music  from a Big-Band, a Czech Brass Ensemble and the young Boys Group “MannOMann”  

- You are also invited to contribute to the Creative Lab entertainment with music etc. (see the “Final Inquiry” 

document) 

- We hope that you will have a creative and exciting evening! 

11. Plenary-Sessions, 6 November 

- On Friday, 6 November, all session will take place in the Kubin-Hall 

- The sessions will be available as a live-stream on YouTube. The link you will find latest on 2 November on our 

Webpage 

- The registration opens at 8.00 

- The first session will start at 9.00 prompt 

- Lunch between 12.30 and 14.00 will again be split between Kubin-Hall and Tent, check your badge and use 

the time for your “ideas market” 

- The final plenary session from 14.00 to 17.00 will be a line-by-line discussion and finalization of the 

Manifesto. 

- ? 

12. Informal meeting in the tent after the final session - Taking home materials from the exhibition-tent 

- After the ending of the event you have to immediately take your materials from the tent 

- Take the occasion for a last informal meeting and a last drink at the tent (on your own expenses), the tent 

will be open until latest 20.00 

- The tent has to be cleared before the early evening! 

- Those groups who will have a meeting on 6 Nov evening and are looking for rooms, please send us your 

requirements 

13. Shuttles back to airports 

- We will check your trip back to your airport after your arrival at the registration desk 

- A shuttle bus to the train station in Passau will be available for you 

14. Optional Field Trip, 7 November, 9.00-17.00 

https://goo.gl/maps/ob3gyk7ZiqD2
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- Those who have registered for the optional field trip will get the final information at the registration desk 

- For those of you who have to leave earlier to catch their train. We will be latest at 14.30 in Passau. If it has to 

be earlier we will organise a taxi for you on our expense. 

 

Field visits – November 4: 

Particpants to gather at the….. 

No Host Short Description 

1 LAG Pramtal School-Museum, Castle of Sigharting, Pumpkin-Cooperation 
Pramoleum, Herb Farming, Local Juices 

2 LAG Donau-Bömerwald (A), MAS 
Rozkvét (Cz), MAS Sumavsko (Cz) 

Local Tourism, renewable energies, bio-farming: Labyrinth, low-
energy-houses project ecoforma, bio-farming Slunečná, town-hotel 
Bobik 

3 LAG Linz-Land, LAG Alpenvorland, LAG 
Kalkalpen 

Historic Roman Town Enns,  National Park Ennstal/Reichraming 
(tourism, communities, regional Agenda 21…) 

4 Ass. Impulsfrauen Presentation of women’s-power in the country-side, education on a 
farm for children, natural soap-production, leather bags handicraft, 
culture-house “home” museum, farm catering, care facilities/in-
house care for persons with special needs, a company-kindergarten 
– support for employees, girls-group traditional dancing 

5 Interreg Upper Austria /Bavaria Regional-Management, INTERREG Austria-Bavaria, visiting cross 
border projects in city marketing Braunau (AT)-Simbach (DE);  
culture Mining (AT)-Ering (DE) and tourism Wernstein (AT)-Neuburg 
(DE) 

6 LAG Mühlviertler Kernland Green-Belt-Centre, historic town of Freistadt, herbs, local cheese, 
traditional furniture 

7 LAG Wels-Land History of Salt-Transportation on the Traun-River, Education for 
Horse-Professionals, Agrarium-Agriculture-Open-Air Museum 

 

Event venues – short summary (details see above, see map below): 

#17 Town Hall (Rathaus) 
Unterer Stadtplatz 1  
4780 Schärding  

 

03 Nov Reception/registration/collection of badge 
and welcome pack + dispersal to 
accommodation.   

Collection of reserved parking ticket if 
traveling by car. 

Deliver food to reception for shared supper, 
and exhibition materials for your exhibit in 
the Tent 

04 Nov Reception/registration arrival of other 
participants.   

Collection of reserved parking ticket if 
traveling by car. 

Deliver food to reception for shared supper 
and exhibitoin materials for your exhibit in 
the Tent 

#1&2 Town Square - Tent 04 Nov Formal greeting to field visit participants 
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Oberer Stadtplatz 
Silberzeile 

 

Departure for field visits 

Opening and shared supper in Tent 

Ideas market 

05 Nov Busses to the Danube harbour in Passau 
Market of Initiatives  

06 Nov Ideas market and informal gathering in Tent  

07 Nov Busses leave for option field visit from 
yellow place on the map 

#19 Kubin conference centre: 
Shlossgasse 11 
4780 Schärding   

 

05 Nov Formal welcome  

Self introduction by national delegations 
and explanation of programme. 
Plenary sessions on Nov 5 - 9.00 – 10.30 
and Nov 6 – 9.00 – 17.00 
 
*Please note that lunch will be at the 
Kubin conference centre as well as in the 
tent on Town Square (see above) 

 

 

The European Rural Parliament on-line 

Live Streaming 

This will be done during the Plenary Sessions on a YouTube-Channel. You will find the link at the latest on 2 

November on the webpage www.europeanruralparliament.com  

Twitter 

We are planning to offer a twitter account. More information on 2 November on our webpage 

WLAN: 

WLAN will be provided during the event. 

 

Long-term  Weather Forecast in Schärding, Upper Austria 

02 Nov 

 

2 / 14 °C Sunny 

03 Nov 

 

2 / 14 °C Sunny 

http://www.europeanruralparliament.com/
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04 Nov 

 

3 / 14 °C Sunny 

05 Nov 

 

4 / 15 °C Mostly sunny 

06 Nov 

 

4 / 15 °C More sun than clouds 

07 Nov 

 

5 / 14 °C Some rain. Mostly cloudy 

08 Nov 

 

5 / 12 °C Light rain early.  More clouds than sun 
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*Map with overview of main venues 
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Hotels in Schärding: 

1. Gesundheitshotel Gugerbauer  
www.hotel-gugerbauer.at 

2. Hotel Forstinger  
www.hotel-forstinger.at 

3. Stadthotel Schärding  
www.stadthotel-schaerding.at 

4. Hotel Eibensteiner  
www.eibensteiner-schaerding.at 

5. Hotel Stiegenwirt  
www.stiegenwirt-schaerding.at 

6. Hotel & Sportcasino Biedermeier Hof 
www.biedermeierhof.at 

7. Hotel Schärdinger Hof  
www.schaerdinger-hof.at 

8. Landhotel & Gasthof St. Florian 
www.landhotel-stflorian.at 

9. Hotel – Gästehaus, Alte Innbrücke 
www.hotel-alteinnbruecke.de 

10. Best Western Amedia Hotel Express Passau 
www.amediahotels.com 

*Town of Schärding 

 

 

If you need help with hotel or touristic related queries, please contact the tourism office: 

Tourismusverband Schärding 

Innbruckstraße 29, 4780 Schärding, Austria 

Tel:  0043 7712/4300 

Email:  info@schaerding.info, www.schaerding.at 

http://www.hotel-gugerbauer.at/
http://www.hotel-forstinger.at/
http://www.stadthotel-schaerding.at/
http://www.eibensteiner-schaerding.at/
http://www.stiegenwirt-schaerding.at/
http://www.biedermeierhof.at/
http://www.schaerdinger-hof.at/
http://www.landhotel-stflorian.at/
http://www.hotel-alteinnbruecke.de/
http://www.amediahotels.com/
mailto:info@schaerding.info
http://www.schaerding.at/

