2nd Balkan Rural Parliament

“Reviving of rural Western Balkans - moving
towards EU integration”
15th June - 16th June, 2021
Ohrid, North Macedonia

- 2nd Balkan Rural Parliament organized by the Balkan
Rural Development Network (BRDN), with financial
support of SWG – Regional Rural Development Standing
Working Group in South-Eastern Europe
- Hybrid model
- more than 60 various stakeholders from rural areas of
the Western Balkan countries present at the event in
Ohrid (representatives of the civil society, Managing
Authorities from the WB countries, national
governments, and relevant donors)
-virtually attended by many important actors in the rural
development sector (representatives of the European
Commission and relevant EU organizations)

Working
Groups Topics:
 Green Economy
 LEADER/CLLD Road Maps
in Western Balkan
 Digitalization in rural areas
 Rural tourism as
opportunity for economic
diversification in rural
areas

2 field trips organized for the
participants in the surrounding
areas of Ohrid and Struga.

Declaration
of the 2nd
Balkan Rural
Parliament

Key issues for the future of the rural areas in the WB countries:
- Environment Protection, Climate Change and Green Economy

The green economy is one of the important pillars in Green Agenda and therefore
deserves a special attention in further development of Western Balkan society. This task
cannot be achieved alone by governments, but also by civil society and businesses of the
countries, which need to work on “greener” and more sustainable ways of doing business
and living.

- Digitalization in rural areas

The long-term aim of rural digitalization is not just to catch up with urban areas and bridge
the digital divide, but also to build fair partnerships with cities and rural communities. This
can encourage rural areas to progress through the various stages of a genuine digital
transformation – from digital isolation to connection, and to becoming digital players in
their own right.

- LEADER/CLLD

Rural Development Networks in WB, should continue to be an active participant in LEADER
type projects and should search actively to secure funds for Local Action Groups (LAGs) to
develop solutions to local problems where the ,one-size-fits-all’ national policy cannot not
be effective. Strengthening the bottom- up approach will also facilitate the alignment
to the EU strategy for Community-led Local Development (CLLD), which puts people’s
experiences and knowledge on the driving seat for finding local solutions.

- Rural tourism as an opportunity for economic diversification in rural
areas

We see much potential in the WB countries for using this asset of culture and heritage to
secure the diversification of economic activities in rural areas, beyond the basic industries
of forestry and farming. This is not a simple process. It may involve the recognition and
protection of heritage features, such as historic buildings, ancient monuments, wildlife
sites, religious centers and fine landscapes; the nurturing or revival of traditional skills and
crafts; the formal recognition of regional products such as wines or cheeses; the skilled
conservation of relics and museum resources; interpretation, storytelling, festivals and
traditional customs; and much more.
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