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SECOND CROATIAN RURAL PARLIAMENT

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT THROUGH
COOPERATION
20 - 22 April 2017 | Sveti Martin na Muri | MEĐIMURJE
REGION

Over the last few decades there has been a growing awareness that rural development can be
successful only through active participation of local communities. Rural movements in Europe
Europe, which
gave birth to the idea of organizing rural parliaments, are non-governmental
governmental organizations' initiatives
that represent an organized approach to providing networking and capacity building. The rise of rural
movements is rooted in numerous problems facing rural areas – starting with population reduction,
the lack of availability of public services to undeveloped agriculture and generally slows economic
activities in rural areas.
The First Croatian Rural Parliament held in 2015 in Baranja was dedicated to one of the biggest
problems rural areas in Croatia and Europe are facing with: the question of how to keep young people
in rural areas. The organizers harboured no illusions that such an event could solve the problem, but
joint conclusions presented in the Declaration of the First Croatian Rural
ral Parliament may well
contribute to it if they were to be incorporated in general development policies.
The theme of the Second Croatian Rural Parliament, which will be held
ld in the spring of 2017 in
Međimurje region, is the question of cooperation as a prerequisite for integrated development
development. The
term cooperation encompasses cooperation of rural community stakeholders, coope
cooperation with the
public administration, the business sector, especially interdisciplinary cooperation with research and
academic community as well as cooperation based on sharing experience and learning from good
practice examples.
It is no coincidence that cooperation theme has been chosen for the rural parliament to be held in
Međimurje region. Numerous examples from this region in northern Croatia show an existing deep
awareness of the importance of cooperation at different levels in the development of projects and
initiatives that contribute to the well-being of the entire community.
If we aim at a smart, sustainable, and integrated development of rural areas, it is necessary to develop
various forms of cooperation that can bring about solutions to key challenges population in rural areas
are faced with.
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We invite you to join us at the Second Croatian Rural Parliament

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT THROUGH COOPERATION

Preliminary program

20 - 22 April 2017 in Sveti Martin na Muri (Međimurje region, Croatia)
Day 1 | THURSDAY, 20 April 2017
Some of the questions to be examined at the Second Croatian Rural Parliament include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How to successfully mobilize and organize communities successfully?
How to involve relevant stakeholders in project design for the implementation of local
development strategies?
What opportunities and challenges LAGs and FLAGs are faced with in mobilizing their
communities?
How do social innovations contribute to local development?
Who can contribute and who should be involved in creating new solutions to long-term
problems in rural communities?
What are the new solutions and innovations with a social mission aimed at general well-being
and what is their context?
How to involve as many vulnerable groups in rural areas through social infrastructures and
innovations?
How to engage local and regional self-government units in a true partnership approach to local
development?
Which innovative ways of cooperation and special approaches can be used to encourage
agricultural development (for example, ecological farming, biodynamic agriculture, etc.)?
What kind of cooperation is necessary for promoting a more innovative approach to tourism
development in rural areas?
How to promote and enable producers' networking and short food supply chains?
How to raise consumers' awareness of the importance of using local products?
How can social entrepreneurship as a form of cooperation encourage sustainable economy?
What are the projects of interdisciplinary cooperation between research and academic
community that can contribute to integrated development?
What is necessary for introducing education for sustainable development in elementary and
secondary schools?
How to start perceiving heritage as a resource, not an obstacle to development?
How to preserve rural local development identity as a basis of area development?
How to improve area visibility and attractiveness through co-operative projects whose thematic
scope is heritage and rural area identity?
What can we learn from successful financing and implementation models of rural projects?

Morning:

Afternoon:

Evening:

Rural chat
Introduction, hosts' welcome address, introduction to themes
Plenary session
Lunch
Rural café
Work in small groups based on the principle of World Café
Croatian rural area
Presentation of Croatian rural areas
Rural banquet
Presentation of the traditional Croatian rural gastronomy

Day 2 | FRIDAY, 21 April 2017
Morning:

Introduction to thematic workshops
Round table

All-day event:

Thematic workshops
(work in small groups in different locations in Međimurje
region)

Evening:

Traditional Međimurje dinner
Međimurje culinary offer

Day 3 | SATURDAY, 22 April 2017
Morning:

Presentation of thematic workshops' results
Conclusions and adoption of the 2nd CRP Declaration
Media conference

Afternoon:

Međimurje at your fingertips
Sightseeing tour of Međimurje region
The program is subject to change. A more detailed program with
specific working group and the thematic workshop themes will be
available soon.

